forty thousand against the arctic
yet more about the work of the archangel admini-
stration
The head of the Marine Department of the Archangel Administra-
tion of the Northern Sea Route, Com. Bredis, stated in March last
that material held for eighteen months was available for the replace-
ment of the deck of the Siedov.
On May igth the Siedov was put into the works Krasnaya
Kuznitsa for repairs. For some two weeks the works did not start
on the job on the ground that no agreement had been concluded,
and when the agreement was concluded it transpired that there was
no material for the deck.
The weather was fine, but they did not remove the old deck for
there was nothing to replace it with.
Finally a small deck was sent, but not only was the material
completely unseasoned, but it was not according to the measurements;
instead of 8-inch, is-inch planking was sent.
But as the proverb says,, troubles never come singly. New holes
had to be bored in the iron deck and there was no permission to do
this. Permission was received, new holes bored, and then it trans-
spired that there were no bolts.
To complete the tale of woe the rains began. The deck of the
Siedov is warped, the vessel is spoilt and thousands of roubles are
thrown to the wind.
romanov.
Later in the evening we had a sound film performance—
perhaps in my honour, because the conditions outside
certainly did not call for a particularly cheerful mood on
the part of our crew. They had twenty of the latest Russian
films on board—cWe from Kronstadt', 'Aerograd5, Tarty
Ticket5 were the more famous among them. Frequently
when the Termak gets near a Polar station during her opera-
tions on the Northern Sea Route—and when there is time
because she must wait either for fresh coal supplies or for
the caravans to catch up on her—a wireless message is
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